
The Parish Record
The First Church and Parish in Dedham

www.dedhamuu.org
Volume CXXVIII, No. 3 November, 2007
Calendar

November
1, Thursday, 9:00 AM: 

Music & Worship
3, Saturday, 9:00 AM: 

Family Fun Clean Up
6, Tuesday, 7:30 PM:  

RE Committee
7, Wednesday, 7:30 PM: 

Sharing a New Song
9, Friday, 6:30 PM:  

Men's Group
10, Saturday, 6:30 PM: 

Harvest Dinner
13, Tuesday, 7:00 PM:  

Parish Committee
16, Friday,  6:30:  Cakes
27 - 30, Tues to Friday:

Preparation for the 
Holly Fair 

December
1:  Holly Fair

Also...
Aerobics:  Mondays and 

Wednesdays:  6:30
Meditation:  Thursdays: 

7:30 PM
Please see our website 
for the complete and 
up-to-date calendar

The Parish Record gets published monthly.   The 

deadline for the next issue will be November 
18

First Church and Parish in Dedham

670 High Street , 

Dedham, MA 02026 

Church Office: 

Hours M-F 9 AM.–Noon

Phone 781-326-7463

FAX: 781-326-7464 

E-mail: firstchurch@dedhamuu.org 

Rev. Rali Weaver, Parish Minister

Judy Butler, Office Administrator

Sundays in the Meeting House
November 4, 10:00 AM:  
The Rev. Rali Weaver will preach.
Church School:  Curriculum Sunday

War and Peace

George Washington was quoted as saying “To be prepared for war is one of the 
most effectual means of preserving peace.”  On this Sunday before Veteran’s Day 
we will explore the viability of using war to preserve our peace, the ways in which 
we can fully support our troops even if we cannot support a war and the how peace 
can begin with us. 

November 11, 10:00 AM:
Worship Committee Sunday.  
Church School will start in the Meeting House 
with Special Activities in the Parish House

Anniversary Sunday

This Sunday the worship committee will share the history of our buildings and help 
us to explore our history with the use of an epic poem written by Margaret Winch-
ester.  We will begin in the Meeting House and move to the auditorium of the 
parish house.  The Choir will offer historical musical selections.  Feel free to come 
in periodic costume and join in the fun.  

November 18, 10:00 AM:
The Rev. Rali Weaver will preach.
Family Service.  Children are invited to bring their parents to worship this 
week

Thanksgiving Sunday

This Thanksgiving Sunday we will explore themes of Gratitude and participate in a 
cider communion service that will celebrate the gifts of the earth that sustain us.

November 25, 10:00 AM:
The Rev. Rali Weaver will preach
Cool Deeds Sunday.  Church School will start in the Meeting House.

Church and State

The concept that our political and legal institutions should operate separately and 
independently of each other dates back to our constitution.  The Sunday after 
Thanksgiving we will explore the intentions of our founding fathers, the purpose of 
this separation and the risks involved in merging church and state. 
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From Our Minister:

Let’s face it. Life has its ups and downs.  The wonderful thing about being in a 
church is that  you have a whole community of witnesses to share life’s ups and 
downs with.  This is why I wanted to become a minister to begin with-- in order to 
hear people’s stories and to be a witness for them upon their journeys.  

At First Church in Dedham we have a wonderful supportive caring community lead 
by  the  Parish  Community  Network  which  works  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
congregation.  Sometimes it takes just a ride to get someone to church in order to lift 
their  spirits.   Sometimes it takes just a phone call.   At other times a visit in the 
hospital from a fellow parishioner or help with meals during an illness makes all the 
difference.  There are many ways to reach out in our community.

As the Minister I am also available to offer a listening ear or a supportive hand and I 
hope you will  call  on me at  times as well--  but I cannot  do it  all  myself  and it 
requires many caring hands and hearts to create this supportive caring community. 

This  Thanksgiving  I  want  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  efforts  of  the  Parish 
Community Network and to anyone who has ever offered a ride, baked a casserole, 
visited a hospital or called a friend in the parish just to see how they are.  If you are 
interested in supporting the Parish Community Network’s efforts or need a helping 
hand yourself please fill out the survey in the Parish Record this month or simply 
give me a call and let me know. 

Here is wishing everyone a thanksgiving full of love and caring. 

Rali
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Focus on Religious Education

Welcoming Old and New Faces

First I would like to welcome the new families that have joined our church school 
this year. We welcome the Atkins Family, the Krikorian/Pena Family, the Bardman/
Wolfe Family, and the Tegnell/Widger Family. We look forward to sharing the year 
with you and seeing more new faces throughout the year. 

On Sunday, October 28th we will be welcoming back Adeline Farrell to the First 
Church Nursery. Adeline is an experienced mother and child care provider. She will 
providing care to our babies and toddlers during the church service. 

It is wonderful to see new teachers and experienced teachers working together in our 
RE Program. Mentoring is a very effective way to train new teachers. Thanks to all 
the teachers who have taught for many years and thanks to those who are taking the 
risk to try it out for a first time.

Our first “Cool Deeds” Sunday will be October 28th.  Allison Staton will be 
coordinating this event.  The focus of Sunday’s Cool Deed will be to help and 
connect with other children in the world. The children will be preparing goodies for 
a UNICEF Bake Sale to be held at coffee hour. Also the children will write letters to 
a child in South Africa. Our connection to South Africa will be through the 
organization called “South Africa Partners”.  In the spring we will have a Cool Deed 
Book Drive to benefit the South Africa Partners Library Project. Please let Allison or 
me know if you can help on October 28th.  

UNICEF boxes will be available on Sunday, October 28th.  UNICEF, the United 
Nations Children’s Education Fund, helps children all over the world. See the 
bulletin board for more information. Perhaps you can find a way to work UNICEF 
into your Halloween fun. 

Dates to remember:

● October 28th – “Cool Deeds Sunday”
● November 4th – Curriculum Sunday
● November 11th – Start in the Meeting House with special activities 

provided by Tam Johnson-Hellegers
● November 18th – Thanksgiving Family Service  No church school but 

nursery care will be provided.
● November 25th – Cool Deeds Sunday

Carol Dixon Hutton
Religious Education Committee, chair
carolhdixon@gmail.com
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Focus on Religious Education

HELP WANTED!

Teachers to join the pre-school team

Nursery volunteers

“Cool Deeds Leaders”   January 27th,  March 16th,  April 13th,  May 11th 

From the Committee on Ministry

Theresa Cooley the Mass Bay District  Executive met  with a group of interested 
Parishioners for a ministry start up workshop on September 30th.  Besides reviewing 
past  ministries  she  also  offered  a  great  deal  of  helpful  information  to  all  the 
committees especially to the Ministry committee.  At our last Ministry committee 
meeting  we explored ways  to  support  our  minister.   Two ways  we discussed of 
supporting Rali are in finding ways to help her understand and get involved in our 
Dedham community and to encourage her to make and keep a schedule. 

Rali’s office schedule is as follows

Monday: Day off
Tuesday: 9-12 Office Afternoon Pastoral Visits
Wednesday: 9-12 Office Afternoon Pastoral Visits
Thursday: 9-12 Office Afternoon Pastoral Visits
Friday: Sermon Writing Day
Saturday: Day Off
Sunday: 9-12 Church  Afternoon Pastoral Visits

Rali  is available by cell  phone (617-459-5979) and email  raliweaver@yahoo.com 
and available to visit with those in need at unscheduled times when needed.  

Rali will be taking some time off November 19-24th but will be available by cell 
phone.  

Evaluating our Worship Services: 

Rali Weaver and the Committee on Ministry want to know what you think about 
Sunday worship services.  Forms will be available in the Church and at coffee hour. 
Please take the time to fill one out and let Rali know what you liked and didn't like 
about the service that day.
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All Around the Church Community

Dealing With Difficult Behavior Class
First Class: Sunday, November 11th

11:30 AM -1:00

Have you ever felt cornered and uncomfortable or been searching to find ways to 
respond from your values in dealing with someone else’s bad behavior? This class 
will offer you a chance to recognize and understand your own buttons, deal with 
difficult  behavior  in  an  increasingly  effective  ways  and  how to  respond from a 
caring and compassionate core in interpersonal interactions.  We will practice skills 
such as active and reflective listening as well as learn simple behavior management 
techniques that are useful with both children and adults. The first class will meet 
following  Morning  Worship  on  Sunday,  November  11th  to  explore  needs  and 
expectations and to set up future class times.  Feel free to bring a bag lunch. 

Contact Rev. Rali Weaver if you have any questions or would like to attend but 
cannot make the first meeting raliweaver@yahoo.com or 781-381-0107

From the Parish Community Network

This month's Parish Record includes a survey from the Parish Community Network. 
Please help us out by filling out this survey and either sending it to the church office 
or handing it to one of us after church on Sunday.  Thank you

Pam Aist,  Judy Barrington,  Vicky Berg,  Doug  Howell,  Beppy  Martin  and  Rali 
Weaver

Amnesty International

Welcome back to another church year of writing letters for Amnesty International. 
In September, we wrote letters on behalf of a Chinese human rights activist.  Thanks 
to  the  following  church  members  who  wrote  letters:  Bob  Estes,  Doug  Howell, 
Sharon Lane, Beppy Martin, Allison Staton and Diane Winchester 

We invite everyone in the church community to participate in our monthly letter 
writing on behalf of prisoners of conscience.  The next letter writing opportunity will 
be November 25th.  

Hope to see you then.

Peter Elefterakis

Page 5  



All Around the Church Community

Trading Post NEEDS your things – and your help

The Yankee Trading Post urgently needs those things you have been saving all year 
in your cellar, attic or garage. The Holly Fair is just five weeks away! So bring them 
as soon as you can. The Parish House is open every morning, thanks to Judy, and 
you can put things on the stage in the auditorium.

We also need  your  help.  The  cliché  “Many hands make light  work” is  a  cliché 
because it is true. If you can give an hour or a few to help set up the Trading Post, it 
would be MUCH appreciated. Please try to reserve a few hours in the week before 
the Holly Fair (the last week in November – the Fair is  December 1st!) to help us 
sort  and price the Trading Post donations.  We will  be working Tuesday through 
Friday, all day and evening, so any time you can give would be great. Elves are also 
needed the day of the Fair.

The Yankee Trading Post at the Holly Fair works on the principle of “one person’s 
trash is another person’s treasure.” We accept items large and small,  elegant and 
utilitarian. If you can no longer find a use for it, someone else will treasure it.  We 
pass “special” items on to the Specials Room, new unused items to the Gift Table, 
but we are a treasure house of just that eggbeater like grandma once used that you’d 
love to take home. 

Please do NOT bring TVs or monitors. They cost us $10 to dispose of if they do not 
sell. We will try to sell them only if you will give us your name and agree to dispose 
of them if they are still around after the Fair. Please also discuss any larger furniture 
items with Beppy before you bring them. Otherwise, almost anything usable goes, 
and someone will treasure it.

Call me at 781-326-2288 if you need item to be picked up.

Beppy Martin

“Community Harvest” Dinner

On November  10,  at  6:30  pm,   First  Church  will  hold  a  “Community  Harvest” 
dinner.  Andrea Gilmore  will  prepare a  delicious  meal  featuring  ingredients  from 
local farms. There will be information about the many options for "eating local" in 
our area. Come enjoy great food and conversation! Tickets are $15 for adults, $8 for 
ages 5-12, or reserve a table for 8 for $100. It's a great opportunity to gather with 
neighbors and friends, including those who may be new to First Church. Tickets are 
available through the church office, or sign up in the dining room. If you'd like to 
volunteer to help with this event or for more information, contact Natalie Jensen, 
781-329-9289, jenray1@msn.com.
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Minutes of the Parish Committee Meeting
October 10, 2007

Attending:   Carol Dixon, Diane Winchester, Dan Ewing, Eileen Sullivan, Jeff 
Hutton, Tyler Carpenter, Sam King, Sharon Lane, Claudia Leone, Rali Weaver, Judy 
Barrington

Meeting called to order by Diane Winchester at 7:04 pm.  The meeting began with a 
moment of reflection on our mission statement. 
Minutes of September 11, 2007 meeting - motion to approve by Eileen Sullivan, 
second - passed.

 Minister’s Report

Rali submitted a written report to the committee. She reported on: visitors to church, 
work with the membership committee, increasing the relevance of First Church in 
the Dedham community, and the Ministerial Start-Up Workshop with Theresa 
Cooley. Rali also reported that her installation has been re-scheduled for Sunday, 
March 2nd. She will be meeting with anyone who is interested in Social Action after 
church on October 28th. 

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report was submitted in written form by Dan Ewing. Expenses are at 
budget, income is close to budget. 
Motion to accept as presented by Sam King, second - passed.

Donation from the Estate of Ruth Koe

Motion that Ruth Koe Estate Gift be deposited in the Unrestricted Capital 
Account, by Jeff Hutton, second, approved.

Special Congregational Meeting

Eileen Sullivan reported that the Deacons have made considerable progress in 
preparing the Deacon’s report. They appreciate the help Kathy Elefterakis has been 
providing. 

By Law Committee

This committee met in September and has been working on researching past records 
and understanding the legal roots of First Church and Parish in Dedham. The Parish 
Committee appreciates the on-going work of the By-Law Committee. 

Buildings and Grounds

Sam King reported that he is working to obtain 2 more estimates for paving the 
church parking lot. He will consult with the Deacons once he receives the estimates. 
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Membership Committee

The Membership Committee will be submitting a grant to the Woburn Grant 
Committee. The focus of the grant will on enhancing the use of the green to increase 
the visibility of the church in the community. The committee discussed the focus of 
the grant proposal and supported the intent of this proposal

Religious Education Committee Report

Carol Dixon Hutton reported on the Religious Education program is growing and 
that we have recently enrolled five children age 3 or under. The RE Committee 
recommends that we reinstate the position of Nursery Director to respond to and 
encourage continued growth of the RE Program. The committee discussed this 
proposal and agreed to reinstate the position. Funding will come partially from the 
RE budget and partially from the Youth Leader Budget. The RE Committee will 
conduct the search for a Nursery Director. 

Claudia Leone brought forward the concerns of a member of the congregation that a 
DRE, Director of Religious Education be hired for the 2008-2009 church year. The 
committee discussed this concern and asked for budgetary information regarding 
DRE salaries to be considered at the next meeting. 

Building Use

Reed/Harding Thanksgiving Dinner – approved
Paul Dechichio Wedding – 6/7/08 – approved
Jeremiah Chaplin Wedding – 7/18/08 – approved

Music and Worship Committee

Discussion occurred regarding organ tuning, funding and process.

Ministerial Start Up Seminar

The committee discussed the Ministerial Start Up Seminar facilitated by Theresa 
Cooley, held on 9/30/07. The church mission statement had been reviewed at the 
beginning of the meeting.  The discussion focused on the concept of what is our 
mission and what is our vision. The committee will continue to explore the concept 
of vision at the next meeting. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 13, 7pm

● Sam will provide the reading for this meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Dixon 

Page 8  


